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April 17, 2023

Venton L. Trotter, Supervising Engineer
Shasta County Department of Public Works
1855 Placer Street
Redding, CA 96001
  

SUBJECT: Responses to Comments:  Castella Water Intake Replacement Project

In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (California Public Resources Code 
§21000 et seq.) and CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations §15000 et seq.), an Initial 
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for the Castella Water Intake Replacement Project was 
prepared and made available to the general public and interested agencies for a 30-day public review 
period in March 2023.   

The public and agency review period for the IS/MND ended April 7, 2023.  Pursuant to CEQA 
§21091(d)(1), the lead agency must consider comments it receives on a draft environmental impact
report (DEIR), proposed negative declaration (ND), or proposed MND if those comments are received
within the public review period. In accordance with §15088 of the CEQA Guidelines, the lead agency
shall respond to comments that raise significant environmental issues. The written response must be 
detailed, especially when specific comments or suggestions (e.g., revisions to the project to mitigate 
anticipated impacts) are not accepted by the lead agency.  

The level of detail contained in the response, however, may correspond to the level of detail provided in 
the comment (i.e., responses to general comments may be general).  A general response may be 
appropriate when a comment does not contain or specifically refer to readily available information, or 
does not explain the relevance of evidence submitted with the comment (§15088 of the CEQA
Guidelines). 

Comments on the Castella Water Intake Replacement Project IS/MND were submitted by the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), and State 
Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB).  The comment letters are provided below in their entirety 
and are followed by a summary of comments included in each letter and a response to each of the 
comments.  As indicated, in response to comments submitted by CDFW, modifications were made to 
the Revegetation Plan (dated April 2023), revisions were made to two existing mitigation measures,
and three additional mitigation measures were added. 

Attached is a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP); an MMRP must be adopted by the 
Shasta County Board of Supervisors at the time they adopt the MND.  Also attached are the revised 
Revegetation Plan and Notice of Determination; the Notice of Determination must be filed with the State 
Clearinghouse and the Shasta County Clerk within five working days of the Board’s adoption of the 
MND. 

Please feel free to contact me at 530.221.0440, ext. 7109, or khadsall@enplan.com if you have any 
questions or require additional information.
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Sincerely,

Kiara Cuerpo-Hadsall
Environmental Planner

Enclosures:

Comments and Responses to Comments

Final Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Notice of Determination

Revised Revegetation Plan (April 2023)





























From: Venton Trotter
To: Laurie McCollum; Kiara Cuerpo-Hadsall
Cc: John Heath
Subject: FW: Castella Water Intake Replacement Project
Date: Tuesday, March 28, 2023 9:27:15 AM

Good morning,

I have received a couple of comments/questions concerning the intake process CEQA review.  Here
is the first.  Please let me know if you need anything from me.  Thanks.

Venton

Venton Lee Trotter, LS
Deputy County Surveyor
Supervising Engineer
LS No. 8055
Shasta County Department of Public Works
Development Services Division
1855 Placer Street, Redding CA  96001
Office:  530-245-6811
Mob.:  530-949-9358
vtrotter@co.shasta.ca.us

From: Clark, Cherie D@DOT <cherie.clark@dot.ca.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, March 23, 2023 4:06 PM
To: Venton Trotter <vtrotter@co.shasta.ca.us>
Cc: Grah, Kathy M@DOT <kathy.grah@dot.ca.gov>; Battles, Michael@DOT
<Michael.Battles@dot.ca.gov>; Caruso, Brenda@DOT <Brenda.H.Caruso@dot.ca.gov>
Subject: Castella Water Intake Replacement Project

 EXTERNAL SENDER: Do not follow links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Good Afternoon Venton,

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Castella Water Intake Replacement
Project. Caltrans District 2 did request details of the placement of the intake pipes
and associated RSP and requested Sheet M2.1 that is referenced on Figure 3 – Site
Plan Sheet C2.0 of the Proposed MND/IS but did not receive a response.  Based on
the study provided, Caltrans D2 does not have any comments.

Thank you again for the opportunity to review and comment.

Thank you,

Cherie Clark



Associate Transportation Planner
Regional Planning and Local Development Review
Caltrans District 2
Cell:  (530) 768-7429















3590 Iron Court    Shasta Lake, California  96019 (530) 275-4800 fax (530) 275-7970 www.lwrnc.com  

020068.00
March 21, 2023

Ms. Laurie McCollum
PACE Engineering 
5155 Venture Parkway
Redding, CA  96002 

Dear Laurie: 

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO QUESTION REGARDING INSTREAM RIPRAP EFFECTS, CASTELLA 

WATER INTAKE REPLACEMENT PROJECT; STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NO.
2023020554

Per your request, this letter presents a response to a question from the State Water Resources Control 

Board (SWRCB) regarding the proposed in-stream water-supply intake replacement project (Project)

for the town of Castella, California (Figure 1).

The proposed Project includes the replacement of the existing water intake structure (a buried cedar 

“crib” with a perforated pipe at the base, within the streambed and approximately 14 feet below the 

stream bottom).  The replacement instream infiltration gallery also would be located within the 

streambed just upstream of the existing structure, and buried to approximately between 6 and 7 feet.

In addition to the new infiltration structure, there will be new subsurface piping between the 

infiltration gallery and the existing clear well. Upon project completion, the bed and bank of Castle 

Creek would be restored to near-native conditions and preconstruction contours in accordance with 

resource agency permit conditions.  Riprap will be used to stabilize the steep stream bank, but will not 

be placed on the streambed. The streambed will be restored to pre-Project conditions using native 

material (primarily gravel and cobble).

Shasta County prepared a Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Project.  The SWRCB’s question 

was as follows - Please discuss impacts the Project’s instream riprap will have on downstream banks and 

the steam channel.   

As discussed in L&A’s letter report of November 2020 (L&A, November 2020, Hydrogeologic 

Evaluation of Alternatives for Water-intake Structure, Castella, California, and presented here for 

ease of reference, Figure 2 shows a series of aerial photographs, dating from 1993 through 2016, of 

the section of Castle Creek from near the I-5 bridge to approximate one mile upstream (to the west).  

The aerial photos show that the active creek banks and thalweg historically have shown more 

variability upstream of the intake, but not within the area of the intake.  Upstream at more than 

approximately 550 feet from the existing intake, the thalweg migrates across a channel ranging from 
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approximately 100 to 200 feet wide.  In the area of the intake, the stream channel has shown less 

variability and a more linear shape, with a channel approximately 50 to 60 feet wide.  The length of 

the linear section of the channel has decreased since 1993, from approximately 1,235 feet in 1993 to 

550 feet currently. From at least 2005 to July 2022, the linear section of the channel has remained 

stable.

The linear section of the channel may reflect the presence of the Volcanic deposits (basalt flows) in 

this area.  Because the basalt is both relatively resistant and geologically young, it has not been eroded 

to the extent that the much older bedrock units have been.  Construction of the I-5 bridge also may be 

a factor in the shape of the channel here; the channel may have been modified as part of that 

construction.

Regardless of the reason for the decrease in the length of the linear section of creek, the existing intake 

is located in a relatively stable portion of the creek channel that is unlikely to migrate significantly.  

The thalweg of the creek will migrate within the confines of the existing channel, but not to the extent 

that it does farther upstream.  

Additionally, because the riprap will be placed only on the streambank and not in the channel, the 

general condition of the streambed will not change.  It will be restored with native materials.

Please feel free to contact me at blampley@lwrnc.com or 530-275-4800 if you have questions 

regarding this report.

Sincerely,

Bonnie Lampley
Principal Hydrogeologist, CHG 626
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The linear portion of the channel 
has remained straight and 
approximately 550 feet in length 
from at least 2005 through July 
2022 (the date of the most recent 
available imagery).
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03/21/23

B. GARTNER


























































